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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend claims 1, 3 and 4 and add new claims 5-9 as follow. 
1 . (Currently Amended) A side structure of a vehicle comprising: 
a slide door opening area formed at the side wall of the vehicle, ' 
a slide door slidable to freely open and close the slide door open: ag area, 
a window opening area formed at the upper portion of the slide < bor* 
a window pane elevated and lowered to freely open and close the window 

opening area, wherein, 

a rear periphery of the slide door opening area comprises a first rear periphery 

formed substantially corresponding in position to an area where the window c pening area is 

arranged and a second rear periphery formed below the first rear periphery will i respect to the 

vehicular vertical direction, 

said first rear periphery extends substantially vertically and o ctends upward 

from a position that corresponds in height to the upper periphery of the wind >w pane in the 

state where the window pain is lowered down to the maximum, said first rear j eriphery being 

located behind said second rear periphery with respect to the vehicle's longitud inal direction, 
the slide door is slidable to a fully opened position where a fro it periphery of 

the window opening area substantially corresponds in position to said second rear periphery 

of the slide door opening area, 

the longitudinal length between said front periphery of the w ndow opening 

area and said first rear periphery is greater than the longitudinal length bet* reen said front 

periphery of the window opening area and said second rear periphery in a fully-opened 

condition of the slide door, and 

a lower portion of a rear periphery of the slide doo substantially 

corresponding in position to said second rear periphery is located in front of a i upper portion 
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substantially corresponding in position to said first rear periphery in a fully-c]< tsed condition 
of the slide door. 

2. '(Original) A side structure of a vehicle claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a center rail located in vertically intermediate position of the si lie wall of the 
vehicle and extending between said second rear periphery and a rear end of the /ehicle, and 

a center roller provided at the slide door and slidably supported by the center m 1. 

3. (Currently Amended) A side structure of a vehicle claimed in aim 1, further 
comprising, 

a weather-strip attached along the rear periphery of the slidis door opening 

area, wherein, 

the slide door opening area includes in the rear periphery a con tecting portion 
connected to said first rear periphery at one end and connected to said second rear periphery 
at the other end, 

said connecting portion is formed to curve down and forward from the 
position that corresponds in height to the upper periphery of the window paiie in the state 
where the window pane is lowered down to the maximum, toward said seconci rear periphery, 
and wherein the weather-strip is disposed so as to extend slantingly dowm rard along the 
shape of said connecting portion. 

4. (Currently Amended) A side structure of a vehicle claimed in t laim 2, further 
comprising, 

a weather-strip attached along the rear periphery of the slide door opening 

area, wherein, 

the slide door opening area includes in the rear periphery a con meeting portion 
connected to the said rear periphery at one end and is connected to said seoonc . rear periphery 
at the other end, 
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said connecting portion is formed to curve down and forward from a the 

i! 

position that corresponds in height to said upper periphery of the window p«ie in the state 
where the window pane is lowered down to the maximum, toward a position tfijat corresponds 
in height to the location of the center rail, and wherein the weather-strip is disposed so as to 

■ i 

extend slantingly downward along the shape of said connecting portion. 
5. (New) A side structure of a vehicle comprising: 

(\ 

a slide door opening area formed at the side wall of the vehicle,; : 
a slide door slidable to freely open and close the slide door ope^ng area, 
a window opening area formed at the upper portion of the slide»oor 3 
a window pane elevated and lowered to freely open and cl<J$fe the window 
opening area, wherein, 

a rear periphery of the slide door opening area comprises a fir^ixear periphery 

; I 

formed substantially corresponding in position to an area where the window opening area is 
arranged, which is located above an upper edge of said window pane in the* [sate where the 
window pane is lowered down to the maximum, and a second rear periphery 1 formed below 
the first rear periphery with respect to the vehicular vertical direction, 

said first rear periphery extends substantially vertically and Attends upward 
from a position that corresponds in height to the upper periphery of the win<jfcw pane in the 
sate where the window pane is lowered down to the maximum, said first rear periphery being 
located behind said second rear periphery with respect to the vehicle's longitujtinal direction, 

the slide door is slidable to a fully opened position where a frijjit periphery of 

•I; 

the window opening area substantially corresponds in position to said second rear periphery 
of the slide door opening area, \ j 

the longitudinal length between said front periphery of the vfcjndow opening 
area and said first rear periphery is greater than the longitudinal length between said front 
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periphery of the window opening area and said second rear periphery in i fully-opened 
condition of the slide door, and 

a weather-strip is attached along the rear periphery of the slide door opening 

area, 

wherein the slide door opening area includes in the rear peripher / a connecting 
portion connected to said first rear periphery at one end and connected to su d second rear 
periphery at the other end* 

said connecting portion is formed to curve down and forward f x>m a position 
that corresponds in height to the upper periphery of the window pane in the $ tate where the 
window pane is lowered down to the maximum, toward said second rear periph ary, and 

said weather-strip is disposed so as to extend slantingly down i yard along the 
shape of said connecting portion, 

6. (New) A side structure of a vehicle claimed in claim 5, furtho : comprising a 
center rail located in vertically intermediate position of the side wall of 1] e vehicle and 
extending between said second rear periphery and a rear end of the vehicle, anc . 

a center roller provided at the slide door and slidably supported by the center te lL 

7. (New) A side structure of a vehicle comprising: 

a slide door opening area formed at the side wall of the vehicle. : 
a slide door slidable to freely open and close the slide door opec ing area, 
a window opening area formed at the upper portion of the slide loor, 
a window pane elevated and lowered to freely open and clo ie the window 
opening area, wherein, 

a rear periphery of the slide door opening area comprises a finr rear periphery 
formed substantially corresponding in position to an area where the window ipening area is 
arranged and a second rear periphery formed below the first rear periphery wit \ respect to the 

W63990U 
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vehicular vertical direction, 

said first rear periphery extends substantially vertically and ej tends upward 
from a position that corresponds in height to the upper periphery of the windc w pane in the 
state where the window pane is lowered down to the maximum, said first rear periphery being 
located behind said second rear periphery with respect to the vehicle's longitud rial direction, 

the slide door is slidable to a folly opened position where a frcait periphery of 
the window opening area substantially corresponds in position to said seconc rear periphery 
of the slide door opening area, 

the longitudinal length between said front periphery of the wi ndow opening 
area and said first rear periphery is greater than the longitudinal length bet" een said front 
periphery of the window opening area and said second rear periphery in i fully-opened 
condition of the slide door, and 

a rear periphery of said slide door substantially comprises an upper portion 
substantially corresponding in position to said first rear periphery and a lower portion 
substantially corresponding in position to said second rear periphery, the rci r periphery of 
said slide door being substantially inclined forward at a predetermined an^' e relative to a 
vertical line of the vehicle such that the lower portion of the rear periphery or said slide door 
is located in front of the upper portion of the rear periphery of said slide door. 

8. (New) A side structure of a vehicle claimed in claim 7, wherein said rear 
periphery of the slide door comprising said upper portion and said lower portion is 
substantially formed in a straight line so as to be inclined. 

9. (New) A side structure of a vehicle claimed in claim 7, forth* r comprising a 
center rail located in vertically intermediate position of the side wall of t le vehicle and 
extending between said second rear periphery and a rear end of the vehicle, an* I 

a center roller provided at the slide door and slidably supported by the center n dl. 
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